
  
 
 
 
PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE  

 

It is interesting to be reminded from time to time just 

how popular Probus Clubs are in the community. 

 

The new club formed recently at Leumeah has 

attracted over one hundred (100) foundation members 

and are already up and running with meetings, guest 

speakers, tours etc. following the election of a 

committee and office bearers. 

 

They are in a remarkably similar position to our club 

three (3) short years ago and it will be interesting to 

follow their progress. 

 

Our club is obviously still quite popular and we are in 

the process of offering membership to applicants on 

the waiting list.  It can often be a daunting task for 

people to join an established organisation where 

people already know each other, so I encourage all of 

you to make our new members feel welcome by 

introducing yourself and having a chat.  A tip for our 

new members – join in the interest groups, participate 

in tours and meetings and you will soon be part of the 

clique. 

 

Phil 

 

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION 

Please advise Maurien of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers.   

secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write an ‘Apology’ for a member who may 

be absent – they are to notify the secretary either by 

email or telephone. 

 

NAME TAGS:  Members are reminded to wear 

badges to meetings and tours. 

 

NEWSLETTERS  

Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting.  Please send via email 

   (fogartyb@bigpond.com)  

 
 

Flickr: Our photo viewing site. 

http://www.flickr.com/groups/probus_narellan 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

PRESIDENT Phil Humphreys  96034819 

V. PRESIDENT Dorothy Fogarty  46580466 

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819 

TREASURER Peter O’Loughlin 46212090 

Ex-Officio Jeanette Jackson  46479986 

TOURS  Peter O’Loughlin  46212090 

CALENDAR Dorothy Fogarty  46580466 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty  46580466 

WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina  46470912 

WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

HISTORIAN Malcolm Smith  46552159 

ROTARY   

  LIAISON Malcolm McKenzie 46551622 

COMMITTEE Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

  Roslyn Hodgins  46257759

  Janice McCurrie  46571536 

  Joyce Reilly  46511431 

HOSPITALITY Margaret Smith 

 

INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 

 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group, Theatre Group 

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland 46266428 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson  46479986 

Computers Robert Keyworth  46256894 

Golf & Bowls Paul Hay  46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins  46257759 

Gardening Sue Kijurina  46470912 

Travel Tales Kathy & Mal Smith 46552159 

Music  Jim Burke  96936196 

Card Making Marion Bee  46474335 

__________________________________________ 

 

 

HAPPY 21
ST

 BIRTHDAY TO: Daphne Ellis, Eileen 

McGregor, Peter O’Loughlin, Marcia Pain, Kate 

Riley, Fred Selby, Peter Williams. 

 

WELFARE:  Sheila McAtamney 
Maureen Gander: It was also good to see Maureen 

at the dinner, and to see her looking so well. 

Gloria Meredith: Gloria is just getting over 

pneumonia.  I sent her a card from us all and she is 

feeling a little better now. She hopes to see us at our 

next meeting. 

Peter Williams: Peter is going into Campbelltown 

Private on the 5 June to have a hip replacement.  We 

wish him well and a speedy recovery. 
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Patsy Robinson: It was good to see Patsy at our 

Birthday dinner, she is doing well and is now waiting 

to have her hip replacement soon.  I hope it will not 

be too long to wait. 

A letter from Patsy Robinson 

I would like to thank everybody for their get well 

wishes since I broke my leg last February. It has been 

quite an ordeal and is very comforting to know that a 

group of lovely people were caring about me.  I’m 

still on the road to recovery which is hindered by my 

bad hip so I’m not out of the woods yet.   

Thank you again and I hope to see you at the next 

meeting and swap stories with my co-injured 

members. 

Love and Cheers 

Patsy Robinson                                           

                                                 

PROFILE:   Ros Hodgins 
 

I was born in Dapto during the war.  Dad was a coal 

miner and Mum a secretary at the Dictaphone Co.  

We moved to Sydney when I was 2yrs old as Dad 

started work in an engineering company in Burwood.  

We lived in a dead end street where we had plenty of 

room for fun and play.  I enjoyed tennis, squash, 

netball, hockey and did the usual physical culture for 

10 yrs. 

 

I have always enjoyed fashion and started making my 

own clothes when I was 11, therefore no one was 

surprised when I said I wanted to be a sewing teacher.  

I attended Burwood Girls 

High, then Sydney Teachers’ 

College and East Sydney 

Tech.  Over the years I have 

taught Home Science and 

Textiles in schools from 

Bulladelah to Bonnyrigg (this 

included Beverly Hills where 

I taught Margaret Rubesa).  

During my last 4 yrs I also 

taught Design & Technology, which was the subject 

used to introduce computers into high schools.  

Teaching was a very interesting and rewarding career, 

but I think I left at the right time (1995). 

 

During this time I married twice.  My first husband 

was a Maths Teacher and author of Maths Text 

Books.  We had 3 daughters, surprisingly none of 

them are teachers, and we have 4 grandchildren 13-

27yrs.  My late husband, Peter, was a teacher in 

TAFE.  He has 4 daughters.  We had mutual interests 

in Photography and Travel, completing several 

Evening College Courses in Photography.  This 

proved a good combination of hobbies.  Travels 

include China, Thailand, Mediterranean, Vietnam, 

England and various European countries. 

When I was medically retired from teaching, due to a 

leg injury, we started a Photography business doing 

Weddings etc.  This was an enjoyable but stressful 

job.  When Peter became seriously ill in 2000 I closed 

the business to care for him.  Some of our clients still 

ring me to do jobs for them, usually christenings (but 

I can manage without the stress thanks). 

 

Unfortunately, we did not manage to do all the 

travelling we had planned, but how lucky am I to 

have joined such a wonderful group as Probus.  This 

has given me the opportunity to enjoy lots of 

travelling and new friendships.  I hope to enjoy a lot 

more travel and healthy living 

 

Nurses Museum & Airport Tour 
 
This outing was so popular that there were two trips  

– Wednesday, 19 May and 21
st
 May. 

Lynne Turner reporting for Wednesday’s Outing. 

 

A small group of Probus members along with our 

trusted driver Peter O’L motored our way toward the 

city exiting at the Airport Tunnel & driving along the 

shore line of Botany Bay to the site of Prince Henry 

Hospital at Little Bay. 

The site was set up on the 6
th
  August 1881 on the 

ocean side of the La Perouse peninsula as a sanitation 

camp to house the healthy contacts of smallpox 

patients who were nursed at the Quarantine Station at 

North Head. On the 6
th
 December  1881, the site was 

commissioned & known as the Coast Hospital.  Mrs 

Mary Meyler was appointed the first Matron on the 

4
th
 December  1881. 

In 1894, Matron Jean McMaster established the Coast 

Training School for Nurses. It was to be a three year 

training course at the time, then in 1908, it became a 

four year training course. 

The first public hospital was known as the Coast 

Hospital until 1934 when its name changed overnight 

to Prince Henry Hospital of Sydney to honour the 

visit of the third son of King George who later 

became the Duke of Gloucester & the Governor 

General of Australia throughout World War 11 but 

never visited the hospital. 

Doctors and Nurses became skilled in diagnosing 

rashes, eg: scarlet fever, morbilli (German Measles) 

rubella & others.  It was at Prince Henry Hospital that 

Dr.Greeve made the connection between rubella in 

pregnancy & blindness in babies.  It is now standard 

practice that girls are vaccinated against Rubella.  

Diphtheria & poliomyelitis were also nursed here & 

the Museum has some iron lungs amongst its exhibits. 

Margaret MacCrae then joined us & told  many a 

story during the 1940’s with her experiences as a 

nurse during the war & the air raid blackouts.  One 

small boy said to her, “Nurse I dreamt I slept in two 

beds last night“, sure enough he had as the children 



were place under ward beds during the many air raids 

at that time. 

Ros Williams, who was 8 years old when she was a 

patient in the isolation unit due to poliomyelitis spent 

time in the iron lung.  My Aunty had been in the 

isolation ward for seven years during the diphtheria 

epidemic between 1915 and 1922. We came away 

with a better understanding the experience isolation 

meant to family members of a bygone time. 

Upon leaving Ward 1 we then spent some quiet time 

in the Nurses War Memorial Chapel, which overlooks 

the Bay. 

Back on the bus to the Seals Club at Maroubra for 

lunch. 

Then off to our exciting airport experience.  On 

arrival we were greeted by our Airport bus driver, to 

experience life & action at the Airport.  We boarded a 

specially licensed bus to take us airside at Sydney 

Airport.   

After going through the security screening we were 

then able to board our Airport Bus & join in the 

action at the Domestic & International Airport & 

Qantas Jet Base, along with tuning in to Sydney 

Tower.  We also managed to race a plane on taxiing 

and beat it. 

After an exciting day all that was left was to travel 

through our traffic as we headed home. 

Lovely day, Peter thank you for your time & effort in 

making the outing so interesting.  

 

 3RD
 ANNIVERSARY DINNER: 

Our Birthday Celebration was another great night 

with the band Month of Sundays again getting us 

dancing, especially Alan Davies and Sue Kijurina.  

The official entertainment of Diana Ross and the 

Supremes gave us lots of enjoyment.  Thank you, 

Margaret, for your organisation, and Sheila for the 

beautiful cake.  

 

 

 
 

From Jeannette Jackson:  Just a little note of thanks 

for the lovely Flowers and Certificate presented to me 

last Friday evening.  It was lovely to be amongst 

Probus friends who know how to party.  A special 

thanks to Margaret Rubesa for organising our Annual 

Dinner.  It was a great night even if some of us are a 

little stiff today and not forgetting the headache (all 

self-inflicted). 

INTEREST GROUPS: 

 

Art Appreciation – Francoise Kirkland 

The Art Appreciation group was well represented in 

the Art and Craft Exhibition, in total we had 35 

paintings representing 7 artists in our group.  A really 

good effort and of a quality we can be proud of. 

 

 
 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 

Our next meeting will be 15 June at 10am. 

. 

Cards – Jeanette Jackson/Ken Starkey 

The cards night for June will be at the Glen Alpine 

Casino on Saturday, 26 June commencing at 7pm.  

Contact Ken or Brenda on 46255253. 

 

 

 
 

Happy Snappers – Ros Hodgins 

We had a small but keen group for our Picasa tutorial, 

but all seemed to learn a lot.  Our last Happy 

Snapper’s Day was spent on an enjoyable outing to 

photograph bridges.  We started at Camden and 

finished at Menangle.  A lovely lunch at Picton added 

to our great day.  Thanks to those who contributed to 

the Craft and Art Show at Cobbitty on Sunday.  It was 

a shame this was not well attended as some wonderful 

work was displayed by our very talented members.  

Plans are in place for a trip to the City to see the 

Vivid Light Display on Sunday, 13
th
 June.  I will send 

Happy Snappers all the details.  If others want details 

email me: roslyn_hodgins@hotmail.com.or contact 

me 0411076016     Happy Snapping Everyone. 

 

 

Flickr: Our photo viewing site. 

http://www.flickr.com/groups/probus_narellan 
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Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

Many thanks to Fred Selby for hosting our last 

meeting on Friday 28 May.  We created our gardening 

calendar for the next year and have some exciting 

places to visit.  A copy will be posted on the website, 

sent out by email and paper copies will be available 

for those who don’t have access to a computer.  

Always great to catch up for a chat and just to enjoy 

being potty. 

 
 

Walks /Restaurant/Theatre – Margaret Rubesa 

June 11 Restaurant Outing will be at Ribs and 

Rumps, Park Central at 12.30pm.  Lunchtime special 

is available from $13.95 

 

Travellers’ Tales – Kathy & Mal Smith 

We had a wonderful night at our last meeting when 

the group who went to Tallangatta shared some of 

their experiences with us and their fantastic photos.  It 

was terrific to see Australia being the main feature 

and see the effects of the bushfires on the mountain 

landscape.  They certainly appeared to have had a 

wonderful time.  Thanks to the group for sharing their 

photos with us. 

Our next meeting will be June 16
th
 2010, commencing 

at 7.30pm sharp where David Llewellyn will guide us 

through google maps of the UK, and members will 

share the stories of the sites shown.  We are all 

looking forward to this experience. 

The following meeting in July will feature Russia and 

maybe some Eastern Europe from Sharon and Paul 

Brett. 

Kathy and Mal Smith 

 

Lawn Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

We meet at Camden R.S.L. bowling club on last 

Tuesday of the month at 2.15pm for a 2.30pm start, 

cost is $10.00 per person.  Golf each Tuesday 7.30am 

start. 

 

Local Country Music Clubs  – Jim Burke  

See website for details including the music festivals.  

 

Tours – Peter O’Loughlin 

Payments for outings need to be paid before, or no 

later than, the prior club meeting. Lists will be 

circulated each meeting for members to book on the 

coming tours – they are open to family and friends.  

Bus pick up is between the Library and the Town  

Centre Car Park. 

CALENDAR 2010 – Dorothy Fogarty 

Weekly Events:   Golf on Tuesday 

       Art on Thursday 

 

Jun   4 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am 

Jun 11 Restaurant Outing: Ribs & Rumps,  

    Park Central 12.30pm 

Jun 14 Photography with Ros 

Jun 15 Card Making with Marion 

Jun 16 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

Jun 18 Coach Tour: Rookwood Cemetery and 

 Newington Armament Depot 

Jun 25 Gardening with Sue 

Jun 26 Cards 

Jun 29 Bowls Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Jul  2 Meeting@ Narellan Library, 10.00am 

Jul  9 Photography with Ros 

Jul 16 Coach Tour: Yulefest Lunch at 

 The Waterfront, Berowra Waters 

Jul 20 Card Making with Marion 

Jul 23 Gardening with Sue 

Jul 27 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Jul 29 WALKING GROUP: Tour Fairfax 

 Printing Chullora 

Aug 6 Meeting @ Narellan Library, 10.00am 

Aug 10 Card Making with Marion 

Aug 13 Photography with Ros 

Aug 20 Coach Tour: Kurrajong Radio Museum 

 

 

 

SPONSORSHIP 
Sponsorship of the domain name for our 

Website for 2 years 

 10% off Mechanical Repairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING: Frid  4
th

 June 2010  

NEXT MEETING:                     Frid  2 July 2010

                             10am  -12.00 noon                                                                                       

WHERE:     Narellan Library 

 

 

 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 

 


